
Curriculum Coverage - EYFS

Development Matters [Understanding the World] says: Development Matters says children in Reception will be 
learning to:



Curriculum Coverage - EYFS
In Autumn, Year R focus 
on themselves as 
individuals, their 
identity and their place 
in the community. They 
become familiar with 
the school and its 
grounds and their local 
area through looking at 
maps and photographs. 
They look at farms and 
farmers and how our 
food is grown as part of 
our Harvest learning. 
Children then look at 
weather patterns as 
they observe seasonal 
changes.



Curriculum Coverage - EYFS
In Spring, Year R start to broaden 
their horizons and explore the world 
around through story. Using ‘Handa’s 
Surprise’, children begin to compare 
similarities and differences between 
environment, animals and food in the 
continent of Africa.  Through 
exploring these similarities and 
differences and by, the children 
recognise that some environments 
are different from the one in which 
they live. Other texts such as ‘My 
World, Your World’ and ‘The Ghanian
Goldilocks’ allow children to gain an 
appreciation to life in other parts of 
the world and the diverse world they 
live in.



Curriculum Coverage - EYFS
The summer term in Year R encourages 
the children to reflect upon the changes 
they have embarked upon throughout 
the year and how things have changed 
around them. The story ‘What Did The 
Tree See?’ allows children to discuss 
weather patterns and environmental 
changes in their school grounds and 
local environment. The children also 
begin to conduct basic fieldwork and 
develop vocabulary such as 
‘environment, seasons, grow, change’ 
which will be built upon in KS1. They 
also look forward to summer months 
and discuss and identify holiday 
destinations, allowing them to make 
geographical connections by using maps 
and photographs. 



Curriculum Coverage - EYFS

Year R learn to be geographers through a wide range of experiences. We believe children learn best through exploration and first hand 
experiences therefore the children are out exploring in all weathers. With a large focus on our school grounds, children spend a substantial 
amount of time on ‘welly walks’. Children also have opportunities to share places that are special to them as well as gaining an
understanding of why places are unique and special to others. Teachers model correct geographical vocabulary to help children develop 
their language as geographers. Year R have the opportunity to look at maps and complete some basic fieldwork whilst exploring our school 
grounds. They use treasure hunts to practise creating their own maps. Their Autumn trip to Hillier Gardens allows them to compare their 
school grounds to an external location; providing opportunity to use learned key language. Our high-quality continuous provision provides 
constant opportunity for children to further consolidate their geographical knowledge and skills. 
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